Letter 92

So I think it would be best if I do not return and I beg you will write or telegraph at once what I am to do.  If you wanted to telegraph the following address would do: Richter Escolta Manila Micholitz: come or stay, as you decide. Of course if you want me to remain I beg you will not forget to reopen credit for me there if convenient with the Chartered bank of Ind[ia] Austr[alia] & Ch[ina] for it is said the Hong Kong bank in Manila is going to liquidate. The Government is down on them very much. However you may do as you like and if you say I shall return I will do so without regret. The day before I left Manila Curnow arrived there he is either after Phalaenopsis or Vanda Sand[eriana]. But he will not be able to move much on account of quarantine restrictions. The man who went to Europe with ??Veccas in Glengyle is said to have chiefly Phalaenopsis which I am told here did not look well and many were lost when arriving here in Singap[ore]. Roebelen is here, I don’t think he does well. Osmers has gone to America via [Le] Havre. Ravenway has had a great row with Mansfield, the Agent for Holt and the Manila Steamers on account of his refusing to accept and pay freight for a lot of Phalaenopsis which were sent to him from Manila – so that I had some difficulty to persuade Mansfield to accept my plants freight paid London, which means a saving to you of at least £5.  The Dollar is very low here just at present.  

In case 29 you will find some Aerides not in bamboos with a string tied round each of them.  They belong to my lot and not to Ericsson’s.  There is one of them with a piece of rattan tied to it with very broad leaves.  You should not sell that, the rest I have had to see the flowers. You should not judge this Aerides by flowers which most likely you will find in the cases they will look poor enough, the first flowers which I got and which had opened in the baskets looked very poor, however I took some of the more advanced plants and treated them well and the difference in the colouring was astonishing – it requires plenty of light and sunshine.

Trusting you are quite well etc.

Letter 93   Manila 8th Aug 1889

I was quite sure to receive a letter from you telling me about the arrival of the plants. However I have been mistaken, so that I do not know what to think and am much afraid they did not arrive in good condition which I can hardly believe, the plants were good when I arrived in Singapore. There I took them myself to the steamer and saw them stowed and they had the best possible place, well I hope my fears will prove groundless. By the time you receive this letter I hope my last consignment will be to hand and trust will turn out all right (shipped per Glaucus). On the 10th that is after tomorrow I shall leave here for Davao to get V[anda] Sander[iana]. I am very much put out. The man to whom I wrote to collect them for me refused, so that I shall not be back before end of September and the plants can hardly be before end of November in England which I do not like at all – however I cannot help it, it is not my fault. Among the Phal[aenopsis] I have, there is one which had an entirely green flower, you will have to flower them all.

As I cannot be back before end of September I have had to draw another B/C for £75 month of July although I do not actually require the money. I had to do so, as the Bank people will not allow me to redate the drafts that far back and as you have not as yet told me whether you have renewed my credit I could not possibly chance it to arrive here with a large lot of plants and have not sufficient money to send them away. When you reopen my credit it would be much more convenient for you to say in the letter of credit nothing of monthly allowance, but say: not to exceed £900 during 12 months (is for one year) then I should and would not draw a single cent as long as I do not require it. As it is I have to draw the full, because the Bank people wont have the draft redated, and I shall want much money when I return with the V[anda] Sand[eriana] as I shall take them, myself, on to Singapore. Please do not forget about my credit. It would be waste of time to have to wait here for money and I should like this autumn to give the island of Palawan or Paragua a good try, something might to be had there.

Trusting etc.

Letter 94  Invoice from Matute Nermo

Letters 95 & 96  Manila 5.10.89

A few days ago I returned to Manila with a very fair lot of plants though it has cost me plenty of work and trouble to get them together for, as you may well imagine, they are getting scarce in the neighbourhood of D[avao] and one ought to have always 8 weeks to get them – well I have done it in four. On arriving here I got your two letters advising me to go to Burma and I also got your telegram ordering me to come to England, well as the telegram is of a more recent date than the letters I suppose I have to obey orders and come home, in compliance of which I shall leave here on the thirteenth (13/10), no other steamer to be had and the steamer I send this letter with is the Spanish mail which would not take me even to Singapore.  Of course I do not know yet by which steamer I shall proceed from Singapore I shall naturally take the best and first st[eamer] I can get.  I would gladly come by S.S. Palameo. She has the best place for plants of all steamers I know, however she will leave Sing[apore] very late i.e. about end of this month and cannot possibly arrive in England before middle of December. I am packing the plants in closed cases in shavings in the way Roebelen had packed the lot which arrived in such fine condition in [18]87. If the year was not quite advanced that much as it is, I would have preferred Wardian cases but they cost a horrendous sum of money and it would be quite impossible to protect 25-30 cases of them against cold  -  and as I said before in [18]87 Roebelen’s plants were as good if not better than mine and had not cost the half in freight and cases. Of course packed in close cases I cannot do much to them whilst on board and if it should be cold on arriving in England I cannot protect them much, and I consider my passage money a useless expenditure. It makes me almost crazy to think, after all my hard work and money spent, they may get frozen, and of course if this should happen who but me will be blamed for it. I’m quite certain of that. I wish you had not sent me after those infernal Aerid[es] Sander[iana]. Well I’ll hope for the best. Of Phalaenopsis I shall only bring that white one of which I told you. I would also have risked a case or two of Schiller[iana] & amabilis but there are no established ones to be had. The Phal[aenopsis] of which you tell me as having been received by Low, must be the lot of which I wrote you, they had been collected during the course of over 15 months and had been established on the spot. Of course such plants will travel well. At the same time I doubt very much that the lot was quite so great as you say, for in that case why should Low send a man here who stayed at the place nearly three months and who left four or six weeks ago with, as I am told by a native orchid collector who saw the plants, the most miserable lot of plants ever taken out of Manila harbour.

Roebelen is or has been in Saigon I hear.

Trusting etc

Letter 97  Singapore  22/10/89

Yesterday I arrived at this place and am very much annoyed not to have been able to leave at once. As there were no other good steamers to be had I have taken a passage by the P&O special steamer Bombay which leaves here on Saturday the 25 of this month and is due in London between 3-8 of Dec. They have promised me a good place for the plants and so I hope to be all right – my plants are as yet in good condition – of course this is only the commencement of the voyage. I hear Roebelen is gone to Bangkok & is said to have again broken with Ravensway. I suppose you know Osmers is out here in India. Of Ericsson I had no notice.  Trusting etc.

Letter 98  Singapore 25/10/89

Enclosed please find B/Lon 34 cases also list of contents. We shall leave here today or tomorrow afternoon – the place I got for the plants is not a good one- I have them on top of the hatches of course well covered up against rain and sun – well I shall have to make the best of it – the freight as you will see is very low. The Captain seems to be a very nice man and he promised to do everything possible but on the whole I start on this voyage with a very heavy heart – why did you not write to here? As I see no advertisement of the Aerid[es] I am much afraid something has happened.  Trusting etc

Letter 99   Singapore  25/10/89   per Bombay

32 cases of Vanda Sander[iana]

1 case Aerides Lawr[enceae]

1 case Phalaenopsis sp.

Letter 100  On board the SS Bombay  Gulf of Suez  15/11/89

You will have received the letter I sent you by French mail.   Well, up to now, my voyage has been a very agreeable one. Tomorrow we shall enter the Suez Canal and so God willing we shall be in London on the third or fourth of Dec., if the weather proves fine perhaps a day or two earlier. As to the plants well I am sorry to say they are by no means as good as I should like them to be – but I hope a fair quantity will be still left when arriving. My Phalaenopsis are splendid, hardly a dozen of them have died. Now since I can form an opinion on the way of packing Vandas I think if shipped during summer the only way of packing them is the one I used the last time, to pack them in shavings is too risky and of course one may succeed in getting them home in one case out of nine or ten – but I shall certainly not try it again. At the same time if I had them packed in glass cases they most certainly would be lost all, for we are sure to get bad weather in the Mediterranean as well as in the Bay of Biscay and it would be quite impossible to protect them. Now whilst I am writing it is blowing hard and seas are washing over the vessel with great frequency, so that I am rather afraid of what there is to come. On the other hand the ship is very good but I never saw such a wet vessel.  If there is a bit of sea on she takes the seas over everywhere so that I am very glad the plants have been put below, else they all would be lost by this time. Well I trust all will end well. Trusting etc.

Letter 101

Cypriped[ium] Sp.

Scape covered with dark hair five to seven inch high. Dorsal sepal one inch broad and nearly one inch and a half long, inside green towards the apex whitish outside green, covered with short dark hair. Petals two inches long, near the apex a little over half an inch broad, upper edges undulated from the base towards the mid green, with one brownish stripe. Towards the apex lilac, with four or more small, wart like, blackish dots or spots which vary very much in their number and location, sometimes only four or five appearing on the upper edges of the petals and sometimes appearing over nearly half the inferior part of the petal in greater numbers – there is a greenish yellow border all round the petals. 

Lip one and a half inch long, about one inch diam. Outside whitish lilac, rim greenish yellow, covered with violet dots inside (i.e. the whole lip).  Staminode lunar shaped, green. Lower sepal green. The whole flower has a peculiar glazed appearance, and if the representation of C[ypripedium] Hookeri In the Bot[anical] Reg[ister] [t.] 5362 is correct, then our plant is quite different from Hookeri. There is a great deal of difference in the colour of the flower and especially the ciliae of Hookeri are not present in our plant – though the plant without the flower resembles C. Hookeri very much.

Note  probably [Cypripedium] Bullenianum
Letter 102   Bill for Midland Station Hotel, St Albans

Letter 103  Fullichan  18/12/89

On passing through Hanover I went to see Herrn Wandland and I told him about the Phalaenopsis I brought and which I thought might be Phalaenopsis pallens. However we examined the Xenia [Orchidacea] where a description of pallens is to be found, and we found although my Phal[aenopsis] stands very near to pallens it is nevertheless different from it and therfore new, which news I hope will be very welcome to you. Wendland says there is a fortune to be made out of Phoenix Roebeleni, well what do you say if I was to go there and get a few thousands of it? Please let me know your decision about my future travels as soon as possible. 

Trusting etc and wishing you a merry Christmas

Letter 104  Leipzig 31-12-89      is written in German

Letter 105   London 11/2/90

Enclosed please find a short account of the Flora of North Formosa, it is a cutting I made from a Hong Kong paper some three or four years ago.  I find that Timor Laut the home of the beautiful Dendr[obium] Phalaenopsis has nothing to do with the island of Timor hence Rimann could not find Dendr[obium] Phal[aenopsis] there in Portuguese Timor.  It is a group of islands in close proximity of the Aru Islands which latter Islands have been visited by an orchid collector. Wallace has been there and he says in his “Travels in the Malayan Archipelago” he saw there a Phalaenopsis with white flowers but did not know whether it is Phal[aenopsis] amabilis.

Trusting etc          

